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1900 


January 4, 1900 
“God’s Message to the World” The Present Truth 16, 1, p. 4. 


ATJ 


IN the book of Daniel there are four announcements, or 
proclamations, of God’s truth to the world, all by kings of the world. 
All this was brought about through the faithfulness of the people of 
God in captivity. And the people of God being in captivity was 
simply the consequence of their failure to be faithful out of 
captivity. PTUK January 4, 1900, page 4.1 


If the people of God had been as faithful in Judea as they were in 
Babylon, they never would have seen Babylon; and if the people of 
God being as faithful in Judea as they were in Babylon, the light 
shining through them is their faithfulness in Judea as in Babylon, 
God would never have needed to use the kings of the kingdom 
aside from the special people of God to spread His truth to the 
world. That is true yet, as in this tho book of Daniel is present truth 
now. It is, and has been, in the people always to be most faithful 
only under the greatest disadvantages.PTUK January 4, 1900, 
page 4.2 


Do not forget that God’s church and God’s people are the light of 
the world, whether they are free and in peace, and dwelling as He 
longs for them to do; or whether they are in the darkness and the 
gloom of a dungeon and captivity. They are the light of the world, 
and the light shines through them. If they will believe it, if they will 
not let it shine during peace and quietness, and through all the 
advantages which He gives, and which He longs for us to enjoy; 
then it will shine anyhow, and it will have to shine through the 
disadvantages of distress and captivity. But it will shine: and it will 
reach the people of the world, whom it should reach; and they will 
receive it and glorify God. In captivity, whatever is done, is 
preaching the Gospel, and is reaching souls. We have that comfort 
always. Yet we would do all that without the captivity if we were only 





as faithful to God out of captivity as we always will be in 
captivity. PTUK January 4, 1900, page 4.3 


A. T. JONES. 





May 31, 1900 
“A Serious Mistake” The Present Truth 16, 22, pp. 339, 340. 


ATJ 


THERE is a serious and very bothersome mistake, which is made 
by many persons.P7UK May 31, 1900, page 339.1 


That mistake is made in thinking that when they are converted, their 
old sinful flesh is blotted out.PTUK May 31, 1900, page 339.2 


In other words, they make the mistake of thinking that they are to be 
delivered from the flesh by having it taken away from them 
altogether.PTUK May 31, 1900, page 339.3 


Then, when they find that this is not so, when they find that the 
same old flesh, with its inclinations, its besetments, and _ its 
enticements, is still there, they are not prepared for it, and so 
become discouraged, and are ready to think that they never were 
converted at all. PTUK May 31, 1900, page 339.4 


And yet, if they would think a little, they ought to be able to see that 
that is all a mistake. Did you not have exactly the same body after 
you were converted as that of which it was composed before? To 
these questions everybody will promptly say, Yes. And plainly that 
is the truth.PTUK May 31, 1900, page 339.5 


And now there are further questions: Was not that flesh also of 
exactly the same quality as before? Was it not still human flesh, 
natural flesh, as certainly as it was before?—To this also everybody 
will say, Yes. PTUK May 31, 1900, page 339.6 


Then also a still further question: It being the same flesh, and of the 
same quality,—it still being human flesh, natural flesh, is it not also 
still just as certainly sinful flesh as it was before. PTUK May 37, 
1900, page 339.7 


Just here is where creeps in the mistake of these many persons. To 
this last question they are inclined to think that the answer would be 
“No,” when it must be only a decided “Yes.” And this decided “Yes” 
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must be maintained so long as we continue in this natural 
body.PTUK May 31, 1900, page 339.8 


And when it is decided and constantly maintained that the flesh of 
the converted person is still sinful flesh, and only sinful flesh, he is 
so thoroughly convinced that in his flesh dwells no good thing that 
he will never allow a shadow of confidence in the flesh. And this 
being so, his sole dependence is upon something other than the 
flesh, even upon the Holy Spirit of God; his source of strength and 
hope is altogether exclusive of the flesh, even in Jesus Christ only. 
And being everlastingly watchful, suspicious, and thoroughly 
distrustful of the flesh, he never can expect any good thing from that 
source, and so is prepared by the power of God to beat back and 
crush down without mercy every impulse or suggestion that may 
arise from it and so does not fail, does not become discouraged, but 
goes on from victory to victory and from strength to strength.P7TUK 
May 31, 1900, page 339.9 


Conversion, then, you see, does not put new flesh upon the old 
spirit; but a new Spirit within the old flesh. It does not propose to 
bring new flesh to the old mind; but a new mind to the old flesh. 
Deliverance and victory are not gained by having the human nature 
taken away; but by receiving the divine nature to subdue and have 
dominion over the human,—not by the taking away of the sinful 
flesh, but by the sending in of the sinless Spirit to conquer and 
condemn sin in the flesh.PTUK May 31, 1900, page 339.10 


The Scripture does not say, Let this flesh be upon you, which was 
also upon Christ; but itdoes say, “Let this mind be in you, which 
was also in Christ Jesus.” Philippians 2:5.PTUK May 31, 1900, 
page 340.1 


The Scripture does not say, Be ye transformed by the renewing of 
your flesh; but it does say, “Be ye transformed by the renewing of 
your mind.” Romans 12:2. We shall be translated by the renewing 
of our flesh; but we must be transformed by the renewing of our 
minds.PTUK May 31, 1900, page 340.2 


The Lord Jesus took the same flesh and blood, the same human 
nature, that we have,—flesh just like our sinful flesh,—and because 
of sin, and by the power of the Spirit of God through the divine mind 
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that was in Him, “condemned sin in the flesh.” Romans 3:3. And 
therein is our deliverance (Romans 7:25), therein is our victory. “Let 
this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus.” “A new heart 
will | give you, and a new Spirit will | put within you..PTUK May 37, 
1900, page 340.3 


Do not be discouraged at sight of sinfulness in the flesh. It is only in 
the light of the Spirit of God, and by the discernment of the mind of 
Christ, that you can see so much sinfulness in your flesh; and the 
more sinfulness you see in your flesh, the more of the Spirit of God 
you certainly have. This is a sure test. Then when you see 
sinfulness abundant in you, thank the Lord that you have so much 
of the Spirit of God that you can see so much of the sinfulness; and 
know of a surety that when sinfulness abounds, grace much more 
abounds in order that “as sin hath reigned unto death, even so 
might grace reign through righteousness unto eternal life by Jesus 
Christ our Lord.” PTUK May 31, 1900, page 340.4 





June 28, 1900 
“How to Understand the Bible” The Present Truth 16, 26, p. 406. 


ATJ 


THE Bible is not difficult to understand when it is taken as it 
says.PTUK June 28, 1900, page 406.1 


Whoever will allow the Bible to mean what it says, will never have 
any difficulty in knowing what it means.PTUK June 28, 1900, page 
406.2 


And whoever will allow that the Author of the Bible is capable of 
knowing what He wants to say, and that He has clearness of mind 
enough to say what He wants to say just as He wants to say it, will 
have no difficulty in taking the Bible as it says, and consequently 
will have no difficulty in understanding it.PTUK June 28, 1900, page 
406.3 


The Bible comes to us as the Word of God. In itself it claims to be 
the Word of God. It is the Word of GodPTUK June 28, 1900, page 
406.4 


And whosoever will receive it as the Word of God, will find it to be 
that. Then to allow that the Author of the Bible had sense enough to 
know exactly what He wanted to say, and ability to say it just as He 
wanted to say it, is only to allow, that God has sense enough to 
know what He wanted to say, and had sufficient clearness of mind 
to say it as He wanted to. In other words, it is only to allow that God 
in giving His Word knew what He meant, and meant what He 
said.PTUK June 28, 1900, page 406.5 


When the Bible is taken this way and treated thus, no one will have 
any difficulty whatever in understanding it. And for any man not to 
take it this way, and not to treat it thus; that is, for any man to say 
that the Bible does not mean what it says, and that it is left for the 
man himself to say what it means—this is only to claim that he 
knows better than God just how it ought to have been said, and just 
what should have been meant. In other words, he puts himself in 





the plans of God.PTUK June 28, 1900, page 406.6 


But when the Bible is taken just as it says, and is allowed to mean 
exactly what it says because the Author of it knew well enough what 
He wanted to say to be able to say just what He meant, it is all plain 
enough. Even a child can understand it then, for it is written, 
“Whosoever shall not receive the kingdom of God as a little child, 
he shall in no case enter therein.” Now the Word of God is the word 
of the kingdom. Through that Word we enter into the kingdom. And 
as whosoever, does not receive that kingdom as a little child, 
cannot have it, it is perfectly plain that it is intended by the Word 
that a lithe child shall understand the Word, and that a little child 
can understand it. Even grown people must receive it as little 
children,” and must become as little children in order to receive 
it. PTUK June 28, 1900, page 406.7 


Any system, therefore, any writing, any way that is taken, by 
anybody, that has a tendency to mystify the sayings of the Bible, to 
turn them into hard problems or to make them difficult to 
understand, can never be the right way. And anything offered as an 
exposition of any doctrine that presents a problem difficult to be 
understood, cannot be the truth. Therefore again, it is written, “I fear 
lest as the serpent beguiled Eve through his subtlety, so your minds 
should be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ."P TUK June 
28, 1900, page 406.8 


The Word of Christ is simple. His Word is plain. It is as simple as A, 
B, C. And anything that tends to make it anything else than plain 
and simple, cannot be the right way. The simplicity that is in Christ 
is the perfection of simplicity. When He was on earth He taught all 
classes of people at once. The common people heard Him gladly 
because He spoke with such simplicity of language, and such 
directness of meaning that they could understand Him. And it was 
only the subtlety of the serpent in the Scribes and Pharisees that 
pretended not to be able to understand Him.PTUK June 28, 1900, 
page 406.9 


It was so in the very beginning. When God placed in the Garden the 
first human pair, He said to them plainly, Of the tree of knowledge 
of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou 
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attest thereof thou shalt surely die.” Yet there came the serpent with 
his subtlety and proposed that the Lord did not mean what He said, 
that it was necessary that it should be explained, and that he was 
one who was qualified to explain it and convey to them the true 
meaning. He therefore said, “Ye shall not surely die; for God cloth 
know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, 
and ye shall be as God, knowing good and evil."P7TUK June 28, 
1900, page 406.10 


Thus Satan proposed that God had not said exactly what He meant, 
and had kept back the real meaning, and had left His saying dark 
and problematical That is the first explanation that was ever offered; 
the first comment that was ever made upon the Word of God. And 
everything since, that has ever tended to make problematical the 
Word of God, to make it mean otherwise than exactly as it says, is 
following the same lead. It is of the subtlety that beguiles from the 
simplicity that is in Christ. PTUK June 28, 1900, page 406.11 


It has been well written of Moses that “He gave God credit for 
wisdom to know what He meant, and firmness of purpose to mean 
what He said; and therefore Moses acted as seeing the Invisible.” 
And it was “By faith that Moses endured as seeing the Invisible.” It 
is therefore faith to give God credit for wisdom to know what He 
means, and firmness of purpose to mean what He says. And 
“without faith it is impossible to please Him.PTUK June 28, 1900, 
page 406.12 


A. T. JONES. 


(To be Continued.) 
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July 5, 1900 


“How to Understand the Bible. (Concluded.)” The Present Truth 16, 27, pp. 
422, 423. 


ATJ 


NOW it is a fact that there is much discussion of the Sabbath 
question. Many people seem to have great difficulty in knowing just 
what day is the Sabbath; yet the Word of God says plainly, “the 
seventh day is the Sabbath.” Any person who will simply accept that 
statement as it stands, taking it simply as it says, will never have 
any difficulty at all in knowing exactly what day is the Sabbath. And 
the Bible throughout speaks just as plainly and is as easily 
understood in all its statements with reference to the Sabbath, as it 
speaks in this sentence quoted.P7UK July 5, 1900, page 422.1 


The people who accept the Bible statements exactly as they are on 
this subject, never do have any difficulty at all in Knowing what day 
is the Sabbath. But those who will not accept it have endless con- 
fusion and difficulty; and in fact, never do get the question settled to 
their perfect satisfaction.PTUK July 5, 1900, page 422.2 


He who knows most can always make plainest and simplest what 
he has to tell, however deep the subject he may be discussing. 
God, knowing all things, and being the embodiment of all wisdom, is 
capable of making subjects that are of eternal depth so plain that a 
little child can receive them and understand them. But when 
anybody, whether it be the devil or a man not believing what the 
Lord says just as He says it, undertakes to interpret it and by subtle 
distinctions to tell what the Lord means, he produces only infinite 
and eternal confusion. And all who allow themselves to be so 
beguiled from the simplicity that is in Christ, inevitably find it to be 
so.PTUK July 5, 1900, page 422.3 


When the Scripture is read that says plainly, “The seventh day is 
the Sabbath of the Lord thy God,” those who do not believe it and 
will not accept it as the truth of God, and will not allow that He knew 
what He wanted to say and then said just what He meant, put on an 
air of child-like innocence and inquire “The seventh day of what?” or 





12 


“What seventh day is the Sabbath?”PTUK July 5, 1900, page 422.4 


In the very first chapter of the Bible the Word of God is, that in six 
days the Lord created the heavens and the earth and all things that 
are in them. Then the same word follows with a statement that on 
the seventh day He rested, and that He blessed the seventh day 
and sanctified it, because that in it He had rested from the work 
which He had created and made. And that particular seventh day, 
that rest day, is the Sabbath, for Sabbath is rest.PTUK July 5, 1900, 
page 422.5 


That six days of creative work followed by the seventh day of rest, 
formed the first week of time that this world knows anything about. 

And from that record just as it stands, without any interpretation or 
explanation whatever, it is perfectly plain that the seventh day, 

which is God’s rest day; the seventh day, which is the Sabbath of 
the Lord, is the seventh day of the week.PTUK July 5, 1900, page 
422.6 


Such is the record that the Lord Himself has given of His own 
creative acts through the first six days of the world’s existence, and 
of His rest on the seventh day of the world’s existence. These 
together compose the original week of the world’s existence. And 
every one who will believe the record just as it stands and simply as 
it says, will know for himself and to his perfect satisfaction what 
seventh day it is that is meant in the Bible, when it says that the 
seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy God.PTUK July 5, 1900, 
page 422.7 


Then if anyone wants to have another statement of the case, he 
needs only to turn to the 20th chapter of Exodus and read what the 
Lord Himself said with His own voice, speaking from the top of 
Sinai. To His people there assembled and for all people for all time 
who will be His people, the Lord Himself said, “Six days shalt thou 
labour and do all thy work, but the seventh day is the Sabbath of 
the Lord thy God, in it thou shalt not do any work; ... for in six days 
the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea and all that in them is, 
and rested the seventh day, wherefore the Lord blessed the 
Sabbath day and hallowed it.”PTUK July 5, 1900, page 422.8 


Here the Lord says that the people are to work six days and rest the 
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seventh, because at creation He Himself had worked six days and 
then rested the seventh day. Now anyone who is willing to allow 
that the Lord tells the truth, and was able to remember at Sinai what 
He had done at creation, will have no difficulty whatever in 
understanding what seventh day it is that Is referred to in this 
language. For it is the identical day of His rest at the close of the six 
days of creation, which cannot possibly be any other than the 
seventh day of the week; for there was no other existing period of 
which it could possibly be the seventh day.P TUK July 5, 1900, page 
422.9 


The people who stood at the base of Sinai that day and beard that 
voice, have continued, through their descendants, unto this day; 
and are scattered over the whole earth, amongst all the nations. 
And the day that there God gave them, upon His own count, by His 
own voice, in connection with the facts in which He Himself was the 
actor, they have never lost.P7UK July 5, 1900, page 422.10 


If anyone wants yet further evidence, come fifteen hundred years 
still further down. Then He who made the heavens and the earth, 
who rested that seventh day at the close of the work of creation, He 
who spoke from the top of Sinai the word we have just quoted, 
stood upon the earth Himself in the form of a man as a teacher sent 
from God. He observed this same seventh day as the Sabbath. He 
ever called it the Sabbath.PTUK July 5, 1900, page 422.11 


And it was the same day that the people of Israel had observed as 
the Sabbath, from the day that He Himself had spoken from the top 
of Sinai. And though there was constant criticism of all His words 
and ways on the part of the scribes, Pharisees, lawyers and rabbis, 
yet there was never any shadow of a question raised as to whether 
He observed the proper day as the Sabbath. There was always 
agreement between Him and them as to that. Their objections 
against Him were solely with reference to His manner of observing 
the day. And He in this as in everything else was the grand 
exemplar of the right way for all mankind for ever.PTUK July 5, 
1900, page 422.12 


Thus three separate times the Lord Himself has stated the facts 
concerning the origin and the basis of the Sabbath, and ham made 
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plain exactly what seventh day it is. First, in the record of the 
original creation in the first and second chapters of Genesis. 
Secondly, in repeating with His own voice the record of the original 
creation. Thirdly, when upon the earth He repeated with His own 
voice and manifested in His own life the living truth as the example 
for all mankind.PTUK July 5, 1900, page 422.13 


O that man would believe the Word of the Lord which He has taken 
all this pains to make plain to their understanding. Why will men 
continue to allow the same serpent that beguiled Eve, and in the 
same way, through his subtlety, to corrupt their minds from the 
simplicity that is in Christ? PTUK July 5, 1900, page 423.1 


A. T. JONES. 
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July 19, 1900 
“Keeping the Commandments of God” The Present Truth 16, 29, p. 454. 


ATJ 


EVERYTHING that the Lord has ever done for mankind since the 
sin of Adam, has been done solely to bring man back into harmony 
with His law.PTUK July 19, 1900, page 454.1 


The establishment of ordinances, the giving of His law, the sending 
of His prophets, the sending of His Son, “that Prophet” greater than 
all, the gift of His Holy Spirit, and the gifts of the Spirit—all, 
everything, that has been given, established, or employed by the 
Lord, has been to bring men to obedience to His law.PTUK July 79, 
1900, page 454.2 


In bringing men to His law He is bringing them to Himself; for it is 
written: Thou “testifiedst against them, that Thou mightest bring 
them again unto Thy law” and “testified against them to turn them to 
Thee.” Nehemiah 9:29, 26. Read carefully the whole chapter, and 
see the object of all that He did. Bringing men to His law is only 
turning them to Himself: because “God is love,” and “this is the love 
of God, that we keep His commandments.’PTUK July 19, 1900, 
page 454.3 


No higher attainment than the love of God can ever be reached by 
any soul in the wide universe. And since it is the love of God, and 
only the love of God, that we keep His commandments, it is the 
very certainty of truth that no higher attainment than the keeping of 
the commandments of God can ever be reached by any soul in the 
wide universe.P7TUK July 19, 1900, page 454.4 


Jesus said, “I have kept My Father’s commandments, and abide in 
His love,” and “I and My Father are one.” There cannot possibly be 
any higher nor any better attainment than oneness with God, than 
likeness to Christ, who is one with God. And as He kept the 
Father’s commandments, and abode in His love by keeping His 
commandments, so there is no higher nor better thing that could 
possibly He attainable than the keeping of the commandments of 
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God.PTUK July 19, 1900, page 454.5 


The greatest gift of God to men is the gift of His only begotten Son, 
Jesus Christ. Yet with this wondrous gift to men, even in Christ 
nothing avails on the part of men “but faith which worketh by love.” 
Faith is the gift of God, and, working by love, works only by the love 
of God. And “this is the love of God, that we keep His 
commandments.” Therefore it is certain that the one great object of 
the very gift of Christ, and of faith in Him, is to bring men to the 
keeping of the commandments of God, to faithful obedience to His 
law.PTUK July 19, 1900, page 454.6 


The greatest gift God can bestow on men through Jesus Christ, the 
only means of His gifts to man, is His Holy Spirit. Yet in this gift all 
that He does, all that He can do, is to cause men to know the love 
of God; for “the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy 
Ghost which is given unto us.” Romans 5:5. And since it is “the love 
of God, that we keep His commandments,” and “love is the fulfilling 
of the law,” it is perfectly plain that the one purpose of this greatest 
gift of God through Christ is the keeping of the commandments of 
God, faithful allegiance to His law.PTUK July 19, 1900, page 454.7 


All the working of the Spirit of God, through all the diversities of 
operations, is to bring souls unto charity, the bond of perfectness, 
which is perfect love, the love of God. And this it the love of God 
that we keep His commandments.” Therefore all the working of the 
Spirit of God through His many gifts and operations, is solely to 
bring men to the keeping of the commandments of God.PTUK July 
19, 1900, page 454.8 


By all this therefore it is certain that the keeping of the 
commandments of God is the greatest blessing, the highest honour, 
and the richest gift that even God can bestow upon any soul. All 
other blessings, honours, and gifts are subordinate to this; they are 
given only to be conducive to this one thing; and they are to be 
need only as means of attaining this. PTUK July 19, 1900, page 
454.9 


For any person to use any of the gifts of God for any other purpose 
than to make himself a true keeper of the commandments of God is 
for that person to miss the will of God, and to frustrate the object of 
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the very gift which He would use. To be willing to use the word of 
God, to use God’s gift of His dear Son, to use the gift of the Holy 
Spirit, or any of the gifts of the Holy Spirit, with any other aim than 
the perfect keeping of the commandments of God, is to miss the will 
of God, and to pervert the purpose of that word, or that gift. That 
one aim, and that alone, is true Christianity.P7TUK July 19, 1900, 
page 454.10 


This is what Christian patriotism means. So to honour the law of 
God, is what it means to be a true citizen of the commonwealth of 
Israel. This is what means loyalty to the government of God, and 
allegiance to the constitution, the supreme law, of the Most 
High.PTUK July 19, 1900, page 454.11 


Now are you a Christian patriot? Is the keeping of the 
commandments of God your one single aim? Are all the gifts and 
blessings of God counted by you as only contributory to this stogie 
object? These questions are important. This whole subject as here 
presented, is of vital importance.PTUK July 19, 1900, page 454.12 


A. T. JONES. 
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July 26, 1900 


“The Forgiveness of Sin and the Healing of Disease” The Present Truth 16, 
30, pp. 470, 471. 


ATJ 


THERE are to-day presented to the public many means of healing. 
Besides the dreadful drug medications, there are pretended faith 
healings, magnetic healings, hypnotism, Christian science healings, 
etc., etc. PTUK July 26, 1900, page 470.1 


There are thousands of persons to-day who have diseases, and 
who so long to get rid of them that they will willingly apply anything 
that gives them the promise of doing away with the disease, without 
asking any questions as to any consequences. The only question 
with them is, How can | get rid of this, and in the quickest way? 
There are thousands of persons who are diseases,—persons who 
have brought disease upon themselves, and who are keeping 
disease upon themselves, by their wrong methods of living; and 
who will adopt, and give themselves up to, anything that will relieve 
them of the suffering, rather than to set about a_ rational, 
conscientious course to correct their manner of living, so that the 
disease may go. Those persons need not expect anything else than 
that they will fall under the deceptive power of the enemy, who, by 
curing, or apparently curing, their bodies, gets a hold upon both 
soul and body that nothing but the power of God Himself can break. 
Then why not have God to deliver them at the first?—Simply 
because the way of the Lord is not the thing of supreme importance 
with them.PTUK July 26, 1900, page 470.2 


And when you do go to God to be healed of disease, do not ask nor 
expect Him to take away the disease while you continue the cause 
of that disease. Bear in mind for ever that disease does not come 
without cause. Diseases have their cause every one of them has its 
causes. Seek for the cause, and conscientiously correct that, and 
God will invariably co-operate with you.PTUK July 26, 1900, page 
470.3 


To ask the Lord to heal you of disease while you are continuing the 
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cause, is only to ask the Lord to set Himself against Himself, and 
work contrary to His own eternal laws and established principles: 
and all for your sake. For if a person is not willing to put away the 
cause of the disease,—yea, if a person is not willing to seek 
diligently and study faithfully to find out the cause, that he may 
honestly and decidedly put it away,—then it is plain that his own 
pleasure, and not the glory of God, is his chief aim in asking the 
Lord to heal him. And it is plain that in asking the Lord to do so, he 
does it, not for the Lord’s sake, but for his own sake.PTUK July 26, 
1900, page 470.4 


It is a perfectly safe proposition that when a person has done all in 
his power to search out and put away the causes of his disease, 
and it should be found after all that the cause is beyond all human 
effort to remove, then if the one sole aim of his healing is the glory 
of God and the keeping of the commandments of God, he may with 
perfect confidence and full assurance of faith ask the Lord to heal 
him.PTUK July 26, 1900, page 470.5 


And in your searching, remember that sin is the first of all causes of 
disease; for if there had never been any sin, there never could have 
been any disease. Accordingly in the Bible, forgiveness of sin is 
connected with the healing of disease. “Bless the Lord, O my soul 
... who forgiveth all thine iniquities, who healeth all thy diseases.” 
“The prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord shall raise him 
up; and if he have committed sins, they shall be forgiven him.” “That 
ye may know that the Son of man hath power upon earth to forgive 
sins (He saith unto the sick of the palsy), | say unto thee, Arise, and 
take up thy couch, and go into thy thine house.”PTUK July 26, 
1900, page 470.6 


Therefore as sin is the first of all causes of disease, all plans or 
means of getting rid of disuse utterly miss the mark if they do not 
take into consideration the getting rid of sin; and the getting rid of 
sin as the principal thing. PTUK July 26, 1900, page 470.7 


For as sin is the very foundation of all the causes of disease, surely 
there can be complete deliverance from disease only in complete 
deliverance from sin. Therefore it is written of those who shall 
inhabit that glorious land, “The inhabitant shall not say, | am sick;” 
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and why?—Because “the people that dwell therein shall be forgiven 
their iniquity.” /saiah 33:24.PTUK July 26, 1900, page 471.1 


Again: As sin is the first of all the causes of disease, the getting rid 
of sin must be the chief thing in putting away the causes of disease. 
And as sin is the transgression of the law of God,—the Ten 
Commandments,—the putting away of sin as the chief of all things 
in putting away the causes of disease, inevitably brings every soul 
face to face with the keeping of the commandments as the chief of 
all things to be had in view in all efforts made to get rid of disease. 
Accordingly all efforts made to be rid of disease must be made in 
conformity with the commandments of God. And loyalty to the 
commandments of God will utterly discountenance and repudiate 
everything—miracles and all—that is offered so a means of getting 
rid of disease, if in any way it draws away from the keeping of the 
commandments of God.PTUK July 26, 1900, page 471.2 


A. T. JONES. 
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August 16, 1900 
“The ‘Return of the Jews’” The Present Truth 16, 33, pp. 515, 516. 


ATJ 


“FOR there is no difference between the Jew and the Greek.’P7TUK 
August 16, 1900, page 515.1 


It will be of interest to notice the scriptures which discuss the great 
truth that there is no difference between the Jew and the Gentile. 
Here is one passage of divine argument as to the relative standing, 
and the true standing, of the Jews and the Gentiles:—P 7 UK August 
16, 1900, page 515.2 


“Behold, thou art called a Jew, and restest in the law, and makest 
thy boast of God, and knowest his will, and approvest the things 
that are more excellent, being instructed out of the law; and art 
confident that thou thyself art a guide of the blind, a light of them 
which are in darkness, an instructor of the foolish, a teacher of 
babes, which hast the form of knowledge and of the truth in the 
law.PTUK August 16, 1900, page 515.3 


“Thou therefore which teachest another, teachest thou not thyself? 
thou that preachest a man should not steal, dost thou steal? Thou 
that sayest a man should not commit adultery, dost thou commit 
adultery? thou that abhorrest idols, dost thou commit sacrilege? 
Thou that makest thy boast of the law, through breaking the law 
dishonourest thou God? For the name of God is blasphemed 
among the Gentiles through you, as it is written.P7UK August 16, 
1900, page 515.4 


“For circumcision [being a Jew] verily profiteth, if thou keep the law: 
but if thou be a breaker of the law, thy circumcision is made 
uncircumcision. Therefore if the uncircumcision [the Gentile] keep 
the righteousness of the law, shall not his uncircumcision be 
counted for circumcision? And shall not uncircumcision [the Gentile] 
which is by nature, if it fulfil the law, judge thee [the Jew], who by 
the letter and circumcision dost transgress the law?PTUK August 
16, 1900, page 515.5 
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“For he is not a Jew, which is one outwardly; neither is that 
circumcision, which is outward in the flesh: but he is a Jew, which is 
one inwardly; and circumcision is that of the heart, in the spirit, and 
not in the letter; whose praise is not of men, but of God.” Romans 
2:17-29.PTUK August 16, 1900, page 515.6 


Now, how would it be possible more forcibly to show that there is 
not, and can not be, any sort of difference between Jew and 
Gentile; for the whole question of the relation of either to God, turns 
upon character. “There is no respect of persons with God;” there is 
respect of character. And the sole standard of character is the 
righteousness of God, which is expressed in his law. And when a 
Jew disregards the law of God, in character he is a Gentile, and in 
person he isas a Gentile. And when a Gentile keeps the 
righteousness of the law, and so fulfills the law, he becomes in 
character a true Jew, and in person is as a Jew. This because 
being truly a Jew consists altogether in character, in the true 
circumcision “of the heart, in the spirit,” which is, indeed, “the 
putting off of the body of the sins of the flesh,” and having the love 
of God shed abroad in the heart, which love is manifested in the 
keeping of the his commandments.P TUK August 16, 1900, page 
515.7 


Since, then, when a Jew according to the flesh, wanders from God, 
and by transgression of the law of God his circumcision is made 
uncircumcision, and he becomes a Gentile in character, and as a 
Gentile in person; and when a Gentile comes to God, and his 
uncircumcision becomes circumcision, and he becomes in 
character truly a Jew, and in person is as a Jew, what is this but a 
return—a true return—of the Jew?PTUK August 16, 1900, page 
516.1 


And even so says the Scripture, in another place: “They are not all 
Israel, which are of Israel; neither, because they are the seed of 
Abraham, are they all children; but, In Isaac shall thy seed be 
called.PTUK August 16, 1900, page 516.2 


“That is, They which are the children of the flesh, these are not the 
children of God: but the children of the promise are counted for the 
seed.” Romans 9:6-8. And, “WE, brethren [Galatians—Gentiles], as 
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Isaac was, are the children of promise.PTUK August 16, 1900, 
page 516.3 


“But as then he that was born after the flesh persecuted him that 
was born after the Spirit, even so it is now. Nevertheless what saith 
the scripture? Cast out the bondwoman and her son: for the son of 
the bondwoman shall not be heir with the son of the freewoman.” 
Galatians 4:28-30. And when the son of the bondwoman shall not 
be heir with the son of the freewoman, how much less shall he be 
heir above the son of the freewoman, as the theory of the “Return of 
the Jews” represents him!PTUK August 16, 1900, page 516.4 


And all this is simply to say again that the only way of return for the 
Jews is the way of the faith of Jesus Christ, the way of the truth of 
the one Gospel of Christ, the way of return of all sinners alike: even 
as is demonstrated over and over in the books of Galatians, 
Romans, and Hebrews especially, as it is also in the other books of 
the New Testament, as well as in the very essence of the whole 
plan of the Gospel itself. PTUK August 16, 1900, page 516.5 


A. T. JONES. 


(To be continued.) 
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August 23, 1900 


“The ‘Return of the Jews.’ (Concluded.)” The Present Truth 16, 34, pp. 532, 
533. 


ATJ 


IN Jeremiah 11:76 it is written: “The Lord called thy name, A green 
olive tree, fair, and of goodly fruit: with the noise of a great tumult he 
hath kindled fire upon it, and the branches of it are broken.”P7TUK 
August 23, 1900, page 532.1 


This is the tree of Israel. The word in Jeremiah leaves the tree only 
where the branches of it are broken. In Romans 1717. Inspiration 
takes up the subject, and carries it to completion. There it is shown 
that when the natural branches of the tame olive tree—the Jews— 
were broken off, in the place of these there are grafted in branches 
from “a wild olive tree’—the Gentiles.PTUK August 23, 1900, page 
532.2 


In Romans 17. it is also shown that these natural branches of the 
tame olive tree were broken off “because of unbelief;’ and the 
branches of the wild olive tree are grafted in and remain “by faith.” It 
is also shown that if the Jews, the natural branches, “abide not still 
in unbelief,” they too shall be grafted in; “for God is able to graft 
them in again.”PTUK August 23, 1900, page 532.3 


This settles it beyond all possibility of legitimate controversy that no 
Jew will ever return, or shall ever be counted among the children of 
God, except by faith: precisely as any Gentile comes to God and is 
counted among the children of God. This again demonstrates the 
truth that “there is no difference between the Jew and the 
Greek.” PTUK August 23, 1900, page 532.4 


The Gentile, from the wild olive tree, who is grafted in, is warned not 
to become exalted in his own merit and begin to boast against the 
branches that were broken off, that | might grafted in.” And the 
caution to all such in this is: “Well; because of unbelief they were 
broken off, and thou standest by faith. Be not high-minded, but fear: 
for if God spared not the natural branches, take heed lest he also 
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spare not thee. Behold therefore the goodness and severity of God: 
on them which fell, severity; but toward thee, goodness, if thou 
continue in His goodness: otherwise thou also shalt be cut off. And 
they also, if they abide not still in unbelief, shall be grafted in: for 
God is able to graff them in again. For if thou wert cut out of the 
olive tree which is wild by nature, and wert graffed contrary to 
nature into a good olive tree: how much more shall these, which be 
the natural branches, be graffed into their own olive tree?” Romans 
11:20-24.PTUK August 23, 1900, page 532.5 


That tells the whole story, and in such a way that no one who will 
consider what it says can possibly fail to see that there is, indeed, 
no difference between the Jew and the Greek; but that when the 
Jews, because of their unbelief, rejected God, and, so, as dead and 
withered olive branches, were broken off, branches are taken from 
the wild olive tree of the Gentiles and grafted into the good olive 
tree in their places: so that, in the economy of God and the plan of 
his tree of Israel, the believing Gentile takes the place of the 
unbelieving Jew. just as He has said in another place: “They which 
are the children of the flesh, these are not the children of God: but 
the children of the promise are counted for the seed.” Romans 9:8. 
Those who are of the flesh have no claims upon the Lord; for the 
minding of the flesh is enmity against God, and is not subject to the 
law of God, neither indeed can be. They which be of faith, these 
only are the children of Abraham, and so the children of God.PTUK 
August 23, 1900, page 532.6 


In the plan of God, there is the tree of Israel. As written, because of 
unbelief its branches withered, died, and were broken off. That left 
the tree incomplete. But He sends His husbandmen to the wild olive 
tree; and from that branches are gathered and grafted into the good 
olive tree—His own tree of Israel. And that work will continue until 
the branches gathered from the wild olive tree and grafted into the 
good one, shall fill all the places of the branches broken off—till 
these branches from the wild olive tree, by being grafted in and 
partaking of the root and fatness of the good olive tree, become 
live, fruitful branches of that good tree. And thus the good olive tree 
shall be caused to stand full and complete in its symmetry, as 
originally conceived in the mind of God.PTUK August 23, 1900, 
page 532.7 
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Thus the fulness of that broken olive tree is made up from the wild 
olive tree—the Gentiles. And this is the significance of that 
expression, “Till the fulness of the Gentiles be come in.” This 
“fulness of the Gentiles” is the fulness of that broken, good olive 
tree which is made up from the Gentiles as the wild olive tree. That 
good olive tree, with its branches all broken, is marred and 
incomplete: it in no sense represents the idea of God concerning it. 
But when all those broken branches are replaced from the wild olive 
tree, and that tree stands, full and flourishing, as originally planned 
in the mind of God, then the “fulness” of the tree is there, as 
originally designed: it is a complete tree. And this “fulness” of that 
tree—that which makes it a complete tree, after it was all marred 
and broken—comes from the Gentiles, from the wild olive tree. This 
is the “fulness of the Gentiles,” and this is how that “fulness” comes 
in.PTUK August 23, 1900, page 533.1 


And upon all this, as the conclusion of all, it is written: “And so all 
Israel shall be saved.” “So” signifies “in this way,” “by this means,” 
“after this manner.” There it is written: “In this way, by this means, 
after this manner, shall all Israel be saved.” And that is the only 
return of the Jews, and the only salvation of Israel.P TUK August 23, 
1900, page 533.2 


True, as already noted, from this the original branches are not 
arbitrarily excluded: any one of these will gladly be grafted in again, 
“if they abide not still in unbelief."P7UK August 23, 1900, page 
DID 


A. T. JONES. 
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August 30, 1900 
“The Millennium” The Present Truth 16, 35, p. 548. 


ATJ 


The word “millennium” is composed of two Latin words, mille, “a 
thousand,” and annus, “a year,” and signifies “a thousand years.” 
Any period of a thousand years is a millennium; but that period of a 
thousand years designated and understood universally as “the 
millennium” is a certain thousand years mentioned and measured 
off in the Scriptures.PTUK August 30, 1900, page 548.1 


The particular scripture which defines the thousand years—the 
millennium—is Revelation 20:1-7. The connection in which this 
thousand years is set is such that from it can be certainly known, 
not the date of its beginning, but the event that marks its beginning. 
Also the connection in which it is set is such that from it can be 
certainly known what the character of that millennium is to be.P7TUK 
August 30, 1900, page 548.2 


In that scripture it is said that Satan is to be bound and shut up for a 
thousand years, and that the saints live and reign with Christ a 
thousand years. “But the rest of the dead lived not again until the 
thousand years were finished. This [living of the saints] is the first 
resurrection. Blessed and holy is he that hath part in the first 
resurrection: on such the second death hath no power, but they 
shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with him a 
thousand years.”P TUK August 30, 1900, page 548.3 


By these words we know that the event that marks the beginning of 
the millennium is “the first resurrection,“—the resurrection of the 
“blessed and holy,“—the resurrection of “the souls of them that 
were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the word of God, 
and which had not worshipped the beast, neither his image, neither 
had received his mark upon their foreheads, or in their hands.” And 
this resurrection of the saints, this “first resurrection,” is at the 
coming of the Lord in the clouds of heaven with power and great 
glory; for it is written: “For this we say unto you by the word of the 
Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto the coming of the 
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Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep. For the Lord himself 
shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the 
Archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall 
rise first: then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up 
together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so 
shall we ever be with the Lord.” 7 Thessalonians 4:15-17.PTUK 
August 30, 1900, page 548.4 


And again: “We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a 
moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet 
shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall 
be changed.” 7 Corinthians 15:51, 52.PTUK August 30, 1900, page 
548.5 


And again: “For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be 
made alive. But every man in his own order: Christ the firstfruits; 
afterward they that are Christ’s at His coming.” 7 Corinthians 15:22, 
23.PTUK August 30, 1900, page 548.6 


There are many other scriptures to the same purpose, but these are 
enough to settle it as the truth of God that the second coming of 
Christ marks the beginning of the millennium, because the second 
coming of Christ brings the resurrection of the just, of the blessed 
and holy; and this resurrection, the first one, marks the beginning of 
the thousand years—the millennium.P7UK August 30, 1900, page 
548.7 


Here, then, at the beginning of the millennium, is the resurrection of 
all the righteous dead; the translation of all the righteous living; and 
these all are caught away from the earth. They meet the Lord, not 
on the earth, but “in the air;” and as all the resurrected and 
translated ones hitherto have done, they ascend to heaven with 
Christ their Lord, where they reign with him upon the thrones of 
judgment for a thousand years. Thus the righteous.PTUK August 
30, 1900, page 548.8 


What, then, of the wicked at the beginning of the thousand years, 
and during the thousand years? What occurs to them at the coming 
of the Lord? Read: “You who are troubled rest with us, when the 
Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with his mighty angels, in 
flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that 
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obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 2 Thessalonians 1:7, 
8. They call for the mountains and rocks to fall on them and hide 
them “from the face of Him that sitteth on the throne, and from the 
wrath of the Lamb: for the great day of his wrath is come; and who 
shall be able to stand?” Revelation 6:14-17. They are slain by the 
“armies which were in heaven,” but which follow “Him upon white 
horses,” and by the “sword of him that sat upon the horse, which 
sword proceeded out of his mouth: and all the fowls were filled with 
their flesh.” Revelation 19:11-27. As it is written in another place: 
“The Lord shall roar from on high, and utter His voice from His holy 
habitation; He shall mightily roar upon His habitation; He shall give 
a shout, as they that tread the grapes, against all the inhabitants of 
the earth. A noise shall come even to the ends of the earth; for the 
Lord hath a controversy with the nations, He will plead with all flesh; 
He will give them that are wicked to the sword, saith the Lord. Thus 
saith the Lord of hosts, Behold, evil shall go forth from nation to 
nation, and a great whirlwind shall be raised up from the coasts of 
the earth. And the slain of the Lord shall be at that day from one 
end of the earth even unto the other end of the earth: they shall not 
be lamented, neither gathered, nor buried; they shall be dung upon 
the ground.” Jeremiah 25:30-33.PTUK August 30, 1900, page 548.9 


Now, since it is the truth of the word of God that the resurrection of 
the righteous—the first resurrection—marks the beginning of the 
millennium; since that resurrection is caused by the second coming 
of the Lord; and since at his coming all the righteous, dead and 
living, are taken away from the earth, and all the wicked upon the 
earth are slain, it is certain that the earth is at that point left 
desolate. And as the saints do not return to the earth for a thousand 
years, and the wicked dead do not live again until the thousand 
years are finished, it is certain that the earth is left desolate during 
that thousand years. And that is to say that, during the millennium, 
this earth is to be utterly desolate.PTUK August 30, 1900, page 
548.10 


A. T. JONES. 
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September 6, 1900 
“The Millennium. (Concluded.)” The Present Truth 16, 36, pp. 564, 565. 


ATJ 


SATAN BOUND AND DESTROYED 


“AND when the thousand years are expired, Satan shall be loosed 
out of his prison.” Revelation 20:7. This, because, the thousand 
years being finished, “the rest of the dead lived,” and this releases 
him. It was the taking away of all people from the earth, by the 
resurrection and translation of the righteous, and the slaying of all 
the wicked, at the beginning of the thousand years, which put a 
bond upon Satan, in that he is left utterly without resource. There is 
thus none upon whom he can exercise any of his wiles or faculties 
in any way whatever. And being confined to this earth in its utterly 
wasted, desolate, broken-down, dark, and dismal condition, it is a 
horrible and gloomy prison, indeed.P7UK September 6, 1900, page 
564.1 


But when the thousand years are expired, and the rest of the dead 
all live, in the resurrection of the unjust,—the second resurrection, 
—then Satan is loosed. Now he has something to do: now he has 
subjects upon whom he can work: now he can be active once more 
in all his satanic ingenuity. PTUK September 6, 1900, page 564.2 


GATHERING THE NATIONS TO BATTLE 


Accordingly it is written of him that immediately when he is loosed, 
he goes “out to deceive the nations which are in the four quarters of 
the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them together to battle: the 
number of whom is as the sand of the sea.” Revelation 20:8. And 
this battle, into which, by his deception, he leads this multitude to 
engage, is a battle against the camp of the saints and the beloved 
city, for “they went up on the breadth of the earth, and compassed 
the camp of the saints about, and the beloved city."PTUK 
September 6, 1900, page 564.3 
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They are enabled to do this because, in Zechariah 74., it is declared 
that when the Lord Jesus comes, at the end of the thousand years, 
“His feet shall stand in that day upon the mount of Olives, which is 
before Jerusalem on the east, and the mount of Olives shall cleave 
in the midst thereof toward the east and toward the west, and there 
shall be a very great valley.... and the Lord my God shall come, and 
all the saints with thee.” Verses 4, 5. Thus the holy city, the 
heavenly Jerusalem, the camp of the saints, is brought down upon 
the earth at his coming to the judgment of the wicked. And this is 
how it is that Satan can gather all the nations of the wicked, who 
have then been raised from the dead, against this camp of the 
saints and the beloved city,P7UK September 6, 1900, page 564.4 


And how easy it will be for him to deceive them all in this, however 
much he has deceived them before! What a vast multitudes of the 
wicked dead of the ages have died in battle! And even when Jesus 
comes to gather to Him His saints at the beginning of the thousand 
years, the kings of the earth and their armies are gathered together 
to make war against him that sits “upon the horse,” and his army, 
and, in this warlike mind and spirit, they are slain by the brightness 
of His coming. And when all these awake from the dead, it is to 
them just as if they had awaked in the midst of the battle and 
turmoil in which they went down. It willbe indeed, in their minds, 
almost a continuation of the scenes in which they perished in the 
beginning. And now Satan and his armies are there, with his spirit 
reigning supreme, to seize their minds in this crisis and in this spirit 
of war, and to draw them up to battle against the camp of the saints 
and the beloved city. And so “they went up on the breadth of the 
earth, and compassed the camp of the saints about, and the 
beloved city." PTUK September 6, 1900, page 564.5 


THE SHEEP DIVIDED FROM THE GOATS 


And thus, and at that time, the Son of man sit upon the throne of his 
glory, and before Him are “gathered all nations,” and they are 
separated one from another, as a shepherd divideth His sheep from 
the goats: the sheep—the righteous—are at “His right hand,” in the 
city, and the goats—the wicked—are at “His left hand,” outside the 
city. Matthew 25:31-33.PTUK September 6, 1900, page 565.1 
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“And | saw a great white throne, and Him that sat on it, from whose 
face the earth and the heaven fled away; and there was found no 
place for them. And | saw the dead, small and great, stand before 
God; and the books were opened: and another book was opened, 
which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those 
things which were written in the books, according to their works. 
And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell 
[“the grave,” margin] delivered up the dead which were in them: and 
they were judged every man according to their works.” Revelation 
20:11-13.PTUK September 6, 1900, page 565.2 


These are all the wicked dead; for the righteous dead all lived a 
thousand years before. And mark: these are judged out of the 
things “written in the books;” not out of the things written in the 
book. These books are the records of their lives. The book of life is 
there as the witness that they might have had their places in that 
book, and so might have had all the records in “the books” blotted 
out, and they have lived at the beginning of the thousand years, and 
be reigning now with Christ. But they would not have their place in 
“the book of life,” and so they must now meet the record in “the 
books,” exactly as that record is, “according to their works.”P7TUK 
September 6, 1900, page 565.3 


And now all the books are opened; and every soul of that vast 
throne, as it stands compassed about “the camp of the saints and 
the beloved city,” sees his life exactly as it was lived. He sees all 
the blessedness and the joy that he might have had. He sees “the 
book of life,” in which he might have had his name. But, alas! it is 
too late. They are judged out of those things written in the books, 
“according to their works.”P TUK September 6, 1900, page 565.4 


“There all flesh is at once in the sight of the Lord, And the doom of 
eternity hangs on His word.”P TUK September 6, 1900, page 565.5 


And every soul of them, seeing all this, and, in the light of the 
judgment of the just Judge,—seeing that it is all just, every knee 
bows to Christ, and every tongue confesses to God that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.Romans 14:17; 
Philippians 2:11. Thus, all they “that go down to the dust shall bow 
before Him;” yet, as each one has chosen his way in spite of all that 
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the Lord could possibly do, now “none can keep alive his own soul.” 
Psalm 22:29. Then to those on His left hand the awful word goes 
forth, “Depart from Me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, prepared for 
the devil and his angels.” “And these go away into everlasting 
punishment: but the righteous into life eternal.” Watthew 25:47, 
46.PTUK September 6, 1900, page 565.6 


“It is the day of the Lord’s vengeance, and the year of recompences 
for the controversy of Zion. And the streams thereof shall be turned 
into pitch, and the dust thereof into brimstone, and the land thereof 
shall become burning pitch.” “The breath of the Lord, like a stream 
of brimstone, doth kindle it.” “And fire came down from God out of 
heaven, and devoured them.”PTUK September 6, 1900, page 565.7 


“And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast 
into the lake of fire.” “And the devil that deceived them was cast into 
the lake of fire.” “And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. 
This is the second death.” And “the last enemy that shall be 
destroyed is death.”PTUK September 6, 1900, page 565.8 


“O mercy! O mercy! look down from above, 

Great Creator, on us, thy sad children, in love; 

When beneath to their darkness the wicked are driven, 
May we find a reward and a mansion in heaven.” 

A. T. JONES.PTUK September 6, 1900, page 565.9 
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September 13, 1900 


“After the Millennium” The Present Truth 16, 37, p. 580. 


ATJ 


AFTER the wicked are destroyed, as shown inRevelation 20., and 
in the previous study on this subject, “he that sat upon the throne 
said, Behold, | make all things new.... It is done."P TUK September 
13, 1900, page 580.1 


“And | saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and 
the first earth were passed away; and there was no more sea;” and 
the new Jerusalem, the holy city, having already come down from 
God out of heaven, and being thus upon the earth, it is written: “And 
| heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle 
of God is with men, and He will dwell with them, and they shall be 
His people, and God Himself shall be with them, and be their God. 
And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall 
be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be 
any more pain: for the former things are passed away.” Revelation 
21:3, 4.PTUK September 13, 1900, page 580.2 


And thus is fulfilled the promise made of old: “For, behold, | create 
new heavens and a new earth: and the former shall not be 
remembered, nor come into mind. But be ye glad and rejoice for 
ever in that which | create: for, behold, | create Jerusalem a 
rejoicing, and her people a joy. And | will rejoice in Jerusalem, and 
joy in my people: and the voice of weeping shall be no more heard 
in her, nor the voice of crying.” /saiah 65:17-19.PTUK September 
13, 1900, page 580.3 


“And the city had no need of the sun, neither of the moon, to shine 
in it: for the glory of God did lighten it, and the Lamb is the light 
thereof. And the nations of them which are saved shall walk in the 
light of it: and the kings of the earth do bring their glory and honour 
into it. And the gates of it shall not be shut at all by day: for there 
shall be no night there.” Revelation 21:23-25.PTUK September 13, 
1900, page 580.4 
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And there the wilderness shall be “like Eden,” and the desert as “the 
garden of the Lord.” “Joy and gladness shall be found therein, 
thanksgiving, and the voice of melody.” /saiah 51:3.PTUK 
September 13, 1900, page 580.5 


There “the light of the moon shall be as the light of the sun, and the 
light of the sun shall be sevenfold, as the light of seven days.” And 
even “then the moon shall be confounded, and the sun ashamed, 
when the Lord of hosts shall reign in mount Zion, and in Jerusalem, 
and before his ancients gloriously.” /saiah 30:26; 24:23.PTUK 
September 13, 1900, page 580.6 


There “the inhabitants shall not say, | am sick;” for “the people that 
dwell therein shall be forgiven their iniquity.” /saiah 30:24.PTUK 
September 13, 1900, page 580.7 


There the people “shall be all righteous” (/sa/ah 60:27), and “the 
wilderness and the solitary place shall be glad for them; and the 
desert shall rejoice, and blossom as the rose. It shall blossom 
abundantly, and rejoice even with joy and singing.” /saiah 25:7, 
2.PTUK September 13, 1900, page 580.8 


There the eyes of the blind shall have been opened, and the ears of 
the deaf unstopped. There the lame man shall “leap as an hart, and 
the tongue of the dumb sing: for in the wilderness shall waters 
break out, and streams in the desert.” “And the ransomed of the 
Lord shall return, and come to Zion with sons and everlasting joy 
upon their heads: they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow 
and sighing shall flee away.” /saiah 25:5, 6, 10.PTUK September 
13, 1900, page 580.9 


There all shall be so quiet and so secure that the people can dwell 
safely in the wilderness, and sleep in the woods. And the people, 
and the very places round about, shall be a blessing; yea, “there 
shall be showers of blessing.” Ezekiel 24:25, 26.PTUK September 
13, 1900, page 580.10 


There the very land itself shall rejoice even with joy and singing; 
and there, for very joy, “the mountains and the hills shall break forth 
before you into singing, and all the trees of the field shall clap their 
hands.” Isaiah 55:12.PTUK September 13, 1900, page 580.11 





36 


There “we shall ever feel the freshness of the morning, and shall 
ever be far fro its close." PTUK September 13, 1900, page 580.12 


“And every creature which is in heaven, and on the earth, and 
under the earth, and such as are | the sea, and all that are in them,” 
are heard “saying, Blessing, and honour, and glory, and power, be 
unto him that sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb forever 
and ever.” Revelation 5:13.PTUK September 13, 1900, page 
580.13 


“And there shall be no more curse: but the throne of God and of the 
Lamb shall be in it; and His servants shall serve Him: and they shall 
see his face; and His name shall be in their foreheads. And there 
shall be no night there; and they need no candle, neither light of the 
sun; for the Lord God giveth them light: and they shall reign for ever 
and_ ever.” Revelation 22:3-5.7TUK September 13, 1900, page 
580.14 


“Sing, O daughter of Zion; shout, O Israel; be glad and rejoice with 
all the heart, O daughter of Jerusalem. The Lord hath taken away 
thy judgment, He hath cast out thine enemy: the King of Israel, even 
the Lord, is in the midst of thee: thou shalt not see evil any more.... 
The Lord thy God in the midst of thee is mighty; He will save, He 
will rejoice over thee with joy; He will rest in his love, He will joy 
over thee with singing.”P TUK September 13, 1900, page 580.15 


“Bless the Lord, O my soul: and all that is within me, bless his holy 
name.” “And let all the people say, Amen” and Amen.P7TUK 
September 13, 1900, page 580.16 


A. T. JONES. 
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September 27, 1900 


“Debtor to Do the Whole Law’” The Present Truth 16, 39, pp. 612, 613. 


ATJ 


“FOR | testify again to every man that is circumcised, that he is a 
debtor to do the whole law.” Galatians 5:3.PTUK September 27, 
1900, page 612.1 


“Debtor to do the whole law.” It is curious that many, in considering 
this statement, have made it mark a distinction between two laws, 
and have made it exclude the law of God from the subject under 
consideration, by showing to the word “debtor” only the sense of 
“obligation.” PTUK September 27, 1900, page 612.2 


They know, by the scripture, that it is the whole duty of man to fear 
God and keep His commandments. They know that there cannot be 
any other scripture to contradict that. They know that every man is 
under obligation to keep the whole law of God, whether he is 
circumcised or uncircumcised. And, allowing that this term implies 
only obligation,—that if he is circumcised, he is under obligation to 
do the whole law,—they conclude that this must exclude the law of 
God: they conclude that it must be some law that no person is 
under any obligation to do unless he be circumcised; and that 
therefore the “whole law” here under consideration must be only the 
whole ceremonial law of sacrifices and offerings.P7UK September 
27, 1900, page 612.3 


On the other hand, there are those who hold themselves under no 
obligation whatever to keep the law of God, who bring in this text to 
support them in their disobedience and opposition. They will have it 
that only those who are circumcised are under any obligation to 
keep the law of God, and that it was only by being circumcised that 
the obligation comes; and they know that they are not under any 
obligation to keep the ten commandments.P7TUK September 27, 
1900, page 612.4 


But both of these are wrong: both of them fail to see the thought 
that is in this verse. And the cause of this failure is in their allowing 
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to the word “debtor” only the sense of “obligation."P TUK September 
27, 1900, page 612.5 


It is true that the word signifies “obligation.” But, in this place, and in 
every other place in its connection with men’s moral obligations, the 
word has a meaning so much broader and deeper than that of mere 
obligation, that the sense of mere obligation becomes really 
secondary.PTUK September 27, 1900, page 612.6 


A PENNILESS DEBTOR 


THE word “debtor” in this verse—Galatians 5:3—signifies not only 
that a person is in debt, and under obligation to pay; but that, 
beyond this, he is overwhelmingly in debt, with nothing at all 
wherewith to pay. If a man is debtor, and so under an obligation, to 
pay one thousand pounds, and yet has abundance or even only the 
ability to pay the one thousand pounds that is easy enough. But if a 
man is debtor, and so under obligation to pay millions of pounds, 
and has not a single penny wherewith to pay, and is in prison 
besides, and has no ability whatever to make a penny wherewith to 
pay his debt, to that man the word “debtor” signifies a great deal 
more than mere “obligation to pay."PTUK September 27, 1900, 
page 612.7 


And that is precisely the case here. That is the thought in this verse. 
That is the meaning embodied here in the word “debtor.” This is 
because the word “debtor,” when used in connection with morale, 
implies, and can imply, only sin: that the man is a sinner.P7UK 
September 27, 1900, page 613.1 


This word “debtor” in Galatians 5:8 is precisely the word that is used 
in Luke 13:4,—“Those eighteen, upon whom the tower in Siloam 
fell, and slew them, think ye that they were sinners above all men 
that dwelt in Jerusalem?’—where the word “sinners” in the text, is 
“debtors” in the margin.PTUK September 27, 1900, page 613.2 


It is the word used in the Lord’s prayer (Vatthew 6:12), “Forgive us 
our debts, as we forgive our debtors;” and which, in Luke’s version 
of the prayer, plainly expresses the thought of sin, in the words: 
“Forgive us our sins; for we also forgive every one that is indebted 
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to us.” Luke 11:4.PTUK September 27, 1900, page 613.3 


It is the same word also that is used by the Saviour in Luke 7:47, 
42: “There was a certain creditor which had two debtors: the one 
owed five hundred pence, and the other fifty. And when they had 
nothing [with which] to pay, he frankly forgave them both.”P7UK 
September 27, 1900, page 613.4 


It is the same word also that is used in the parable in Matthew 
18:23-35. Indeed, from the verse, Luke 13:4, where the word 
“sinners” is used in the text, and “debtors” in the margin, the 
reference is direct to this parable in /atthew 78. That is the parable 
in which it is said that when a certain king “had begun to reckon 
with his servants,” one was brought note him, which owed him ten 
thousand talents, nearly three million pounds—and he had nothing 
with which to pay. Then he for “forgave him the debt.” But when the 
servant found one of his fellow servant who owed him about three 
pounds, It would not forgive him the debt, but put him into prison 
until he should pay the small sum. Then the king called up his 
debtor,” and delivered him to the tormentors, till he should pay all 
that wt due unto him. So likewise shall My Heavenly Father do also 
unto you, if ye from your hearts forgive not every one his brother 
their trespasses.” Matthew 18:23-35.PTUK September 27, 1900, 
page 613.5 


That thought of delivering the debtor to the tormentors until he 
should pay all that was due to his lord, belongs with the word; for 
“the use of the word involves the idea that the debtor is one that 
must expiate his guilt." PTUK September 27, 1900, page 613.6 


A BANKRUPT ASSUMING IMPOSSIBLE OBLIGATIONS 


FROM these scriptures the attentive reader can begin to see that in 
the words of Galatians 5:3,—“he is debtor to do the whole law,“— 
there is far more suggested than that he is merely under obligation 
to accept the claims of the law upon him, and do his best to meet 
them. All this shows that he is not only under obligation to recognise 
the binding claims of the law of God, but that he is actually debtor to 
render to that law all the claims that it has upon him. And in this it is 
further shown that, of himself, he must everlastingly be debtor: 
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because he has absolutely nothing wherewith to pay, and of himself 
has no means of acquiring anything with which to pay.P7TUK 
September 27, 1900, page 613.7 


And this indebtedness lies not only in his obligation to do the law 
from this time forward; it also lies in obligation to make satisfaction 
for all that is past,—for all the accumulations of the past, up to the 
present time.PTUK September 27, 1900, page 613.8 


Accordingly, of himself, every man is everlastingly a debtor in all 
that is implied in this thought in Galatians 5:3, and the kindred texts 
that we have here cited; because “all have sinned, and come short 
of the glory of God.” And whosoever would be circumcised in order 
to be saved, and thus seek to be saved by works of self- 
righteousness, thereby takes upon himself the obligation to pay to 
the law of God his whole debt, from the beginning of his life unto the 
end of it. And in that, he also takes upon himself the obligation to 
expiate all the guilt attaching to his transgressions, and 
accumulated thereby.PTUK September 27, 1900, page 613.9 


That is what it is to be “debtor to do the whole law.” That is what is 
stated in the words: “I testify again to every man that is circumcised, 
that he is a debtor to do the whole law.” He is not only debtor; but, 
by that transaction, he himself voluntarily assumes of himself to 
discharge all that is involved in his indebtedness.P7 UK September 
27, 1900, page 613.10 


Now it is true that every man in the world is of himself that kind of a 
debtor. It is also true that any man to-day who seeks justification by 
his own works, even in the doing of the ten commandments, or of 
anything else that the lord has commanded, does thereby assume, 
and bind himself to pay, all that is involved in the indebtedness. But 
he cannot pay. There is not with him the first element of any 
possibility, in himself, to pay any of the debt. He is overwhelmed 
and lost. PTUK September 27, 1900, page 613.11 


THE DEBT DISCHARGED BY A FREE GIFT 


BUT, thanks be to God, whosoever has the righteousness of God 
which is by faith of Jesus Christ, whosoever depends only on the 
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Lord Jesus and that which Jesus has done, though he be of himself 
debtor just like any other man, yet, in Christ, he has wherewith 
abundantly to pay all the indebtedness. Christ has expiated, by 
punishment and satisfaction, all the guilt of every soul; and by the 
righteousness of God which He brings, Christ supplies abundance 
of righteousness to pay all the demands that the law may ever 
make in the life of him who believes in Jesus.PTUK September 27, 
1900, page 613.12 


Thanks be unto God for His unspeakable gift of the unsearchable 
riches of Christ. Oh, believe it! Oh, receive it! Poor, overwhelmed, 
lost “debtor,” “buy of Me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be 
rich; and white raiment, that thou mayest be clothed.” “Yea, come, 
buy ... without money and without price."PTUK September 27, 
1900, page 613.13 


A. T. JONES. 
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October 4, 1900 
“God, Law, and Prayer” The Present Truth 16, 40, pp. 629, 630. 


ATJ 


WHAT a queer mistake people make who hold that all things are 
ruled “y” law, absolute law; “and that therefore there is no place for 
prayer, because prayer would be an attempt to interfere with “law,” 


and must necessarily be futile. P7UK October 4, 1900, page 629.1 


Even if it be granted that “law, absolute law,” holds everything in its 
grip like a vice, it would not follow that there could be no place for 
prayer; because prayer itself would be included in the realm and 
reign of “law, absolute law.” Prayer would be just as certainly a part 
of that system of absolute law as is anything else.P7UK October 4, 
1900, page 629.2 


The only way in which prayer could be excluded from such a realm 
and reign of “law, absolute law,” would he the exclusion of man 
himself. And this is exactly the way in which it is done. A man sets 
himself aloof from all things. There he stands, self-centred, solitary, 
and supreme, and passes his superior and critical judgment upon 
all things, to the effect that all things are ruled by “law, absolute, 
inexorable law,” that this leaves “no place for prayer,” and 
accordingly he will not pray; and having thus relieved himself of all 
accountability, he proceeds to hold all other people to the most rigid 
accountability, P7UK October 4, 1900, page 629.3 


But the whole conception is a self-imposed fallacy. All things are rot 
ruled by “law, absolute law.” All things are ruled by God, the loving, 
the faithful, the merciful God. All things are not held in the grip of an 
inexorable law as in a vice: all things are held in God’s hand, that 
hand which in His love was pierced on the cross in behalf of 
men.PTUK October 4, 1900, page 630.1 


His rule is not according to law, as if there were law above Him; but 
is the expression of principle that inheres within Him. The so-called 
“laws of nature” are but “the habits of God.” They are simply His 
accustomed ways of doing things. And this is so, in mercy, in order 
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that His creatures, who are finite, may know what to depend on. 
And when for the good of His creatures it is needed, He can do any 
of these things another way, as He chooses, without violating any 
law.PTUK October 4, 1900, page 630.2 


And all this gives the largest possible place for prayer. Prayer is 
simply the response in consent on the part of intelligent creatures, 
to the wish of God to rule them through principle, which is only the 
expression of Himself. Thus the principle of prayer is the principle of 
the harmony of the intelligent universe. It is the means of finding 
and holding the accordances of the universal intelligence.PTUK 
October 4, 1900, page 630.3 


A. T. JONES. 
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November 8, 1900 


“The Gift of Life in Christ” The Present Truth 16, 45, pp. 709, 710. 


ATJ 


“BY one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so 
death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned.” Romans 
5:12.PTUK November 8, 1900, page 709.1 


Whosoever believes that, and grasps the fast there stated, is 
prepared to understand the fulness of the salvation that the Lord 
Jesus brought to the world. And whosoever does not so grasp that 
which is stated in this verse as to recognise it constantly, cannot 
grasp, in its truth, in its sincerity, the salvation that Christ has 
brought.PTUK November 8, 1900, page 709.2 


All have sinned: and death came by sin. But all of us have sinned 
as the consequence of that which was brought to the world,— 
because of our being in that vortex into which the world was 
plunged by the sin of that “one man” to whom God gave the world in 
the beginning. “By one man sin entered into the world.” When sin 
had so entered by that one man, it was impossible for any of his, of 
themselves, to rise above that—which he had entailed. It was 
impossible for any of us to receive from him more than he had. And 
after he had sinned, sin only was that which he had. Consequently, 
he sunk the human race under the power of sin—in the sea of sin; 
and because of that sin we all have sinned; and so death has 
passed upon all. When that one man sinned, death passed upon 
him; and he never could draw any of us, any of his posterity, higher 
than he was. Consequently, when he became subject to death, by 
sin, we all became subject to death, because, being thus crippled, 
we all have sinned.PTUK November 8, 1900, page 709.3 


The deception of thinking that they have life in themselves has been 
for ages, and is still, the bane of mankind. This deception is 
couched in the conception of the immortality of the soul. Vast 
multitudes of the human race, and indeed the whole human race, 
naturally, as it is, have come under the power of that deception—of 
thinking that they have life themselves so certainly that even the 
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Lord Himself cannot deprive them of it. Through the deception in 
which they are involved, they have come to believe that a part of 
themselves is “immortal,” and, logically enough, that therefore it is 
“a part of God’—and then the conclusion, “How can God destroy a 
part of Himself?” By that argument they convince themselves that 
the Lord Himself could not destroy them, if He wished toPTUK 
November 8, 1900, page 709.4 


The whole human race is naturally under that deception. And the 
way in which they came under this deception is precisely the way in 
which they came under the deception of sin. It is a part of the 
original deception; yea, rather, it is the very kernel of the original 
deception. For what was it that the deceiver said to the woman, to 
get her to depart from God into sin?—“Ye shall not surely die: for 
God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall 
be opened, and ye shall be like God.” You will be like the Divine, 
and not subject to death. That was the original proposition in the 
original deception into which the race went by that “one man,” by 
whom came sin and death; and it is not strange that this deception 
of men’s thinking that they have life in themselves should be as 
widely disseminated as is sin. The two things came in together; and 
they belong together for ever.P TUK November 8, 1900, page 709.5 


But the Lord spoke otherwise. Before this deceiver spoke, the Lord 
had said: “In the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.” 
Genesis 2:17. And this was the truth. It was the truth when He 
spoke it; it was the truth the day they ate of the tree; and it is the 
truth for ever. And the only reason that Adam and Eve did not die in 
the very hour that they ate, is that Jesus Christ stepped in between, 
and took upon Himself the curse of sin, and its penalty of death. 
And this He did in order that mankind might be delivered from the 
death into which they had been plunged by that “one man.” 
Therefore, since the Lord Jesus stepped in between, and Himself 
received the stroke of death that must come upon the man the day 
he sinned; and since the Lord Jesus did this solely in order that the 
man might have the opportunity to receive life instead of death, it 
became essential, and in the gift of Christ that day it was given, that 
the man and all mankind should have sufficient space in which to 
breathe to allow them to live long enough to fix, each his choice of 
life or death.PTUK November 8, 1900, page 709.6 
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That is the origin, that is the source, and that is the philosophy, of 
the life which now we have in the breath that we draw moment by 
moment. It all lies solely in the gift of Christ: it is indeed Christ, and 
only Christ. Each person to-day and ever is directly indebted to 
Christ for the life which he has in the breath that he draws moment 
by moment.PTUK November 8, 1900, page 709.7 


Surely, if it were not that this life, even though it be truly a vapour, 
were given us, mankind would never have had any opportunity to 
breathe at all after Adam sinned. And let it be repeated, for it cannot 
possibly be repeated too often, this breath itself is given us by the 
gift of the Lord Jesus; and for the breath drawn moment by 
moment, every soul in the world to-day, and ever, is dependent 
upon the gift of Christ, which He made when man had sinned.P7TUK 
November 8, 1900, page 709.8 


The word that Jesus spoke, therefore, is literally true,—true in every 
sense,—when He spoke of Himself as “the living Bread which came 
down from heaven,” and “giveth life unto the world.” For all the life 
that the world has to-day, is because the Lord Jesus gave Himself 
to receive the stroke of death that otherwise must have some upon 
the man at the beginning, because of the sin that he had sinned. 
And, in another place, Christ Himself said “| am come that they 
might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.” P7UK 
November 8, 1900, page 710.1 


Oh, that tells the whole story again! When did Jesus Dome, in the 
meaning of that text? When was His coming? When was He 
offered? At what time was the offering of Christ made? He is the 
Lamb “slain from the foundation of the world.” The offering of Christ, 
in its very substance, was when, in the beginning, the man had 
sinned, and had become subject to death because of the sin. Then 
and there Christ gave Himself: there He set Himself forth as the 
offering. The gift was as certainly made then as it is now. 
Consequently, when He came thus at the beginning, He came that 
mankind might have life; because just then mankind needed 
life, PTUK November 8, 1900, page 710.2 


Adam and Eve needed life from that day in the garden; for if Jesus 
had not then offered Himself, if He had not than thus “come,” death 
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would have come to them the day that they sinned. But the Lord 
Jesus came and gave Himself, and thus took upon Himself all that 
was to fall upon them, or upon us, that Adam and Eve might receive 
what was better. And in the nature of things, they meat have breath 
to enable them to live long enough to give them time to choose that 
which God had brought,—the gift of Himself, which is life. 
Consequently, at that point He came, that mankind might have Ife, 
even life enough to allow us to breathe, in order that we might make 
use of this breathing spell of life in such a way that we should have 
life more abundantly, even the life which is eternal substance, even 
as the fulness of the life of God.RTUK November 8, 1900, page 
710.3 


A. T. JONES. 
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November 15, 1900 


“Freed from the Power of Death” The Present Truth 16, 46, pp. 725-727. 


ATJ 


CONSIDER for a little while what sin really is; what it is in essence. 
You know the Divine definition: “Sin is the transgression of the law.” 

Now | wish you to consider what it is to transgress the law. Is it only 
the positive doing of something that is evil?—No; it is the coming 

snort of positively doing that rich is good. Is it not written that 
“whosoever shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, 

he is guilty of all’? PTUK November 15, 1900, page 725.1 


In another word, sin is the coming short of the righteousness of 
God. To come short of the righteousness of God is to transgress 
the law. Then, whatever righteousness | may present, whatever 
deeds | may do, as obedience to the law of God as it stands in His 
word, which, in any sense at all, or to any degree at all, comes short 
of the righteousness of God, that is sin: it is indeed transgression of 
the law. This is emphasised by the fact that both in the Hebrew and 
in the Greek the word that God selected by which to convey to the 
minds of met, the root thought of what is sin, of what is 
transgression of the law, is the word that means to “miss the mark;” 
and to miss the mark by coming short.P7UK November 15, 1900, 
page 725.2 


It was in the time when they used bows and arrows that the word 
was selected. A man with his bow and arrow, shooting at a mark, 
would aim most carefully, and do his very best, to hit the mark: all 
his intentions were good; his purpose and his endeavour were of 
the best; but yet be could not reach the mark. He missed the mark 
by coming short. He was not strong enough to give to the arrow that 
impetus which would carry it so that it would hit the mark. 
Remember he did not miss the mark by overshooting, but by 
coming short of it. That is the root-thought in the word which God 
chose, both in the Hebrew and in the Greek, to convey to mankind 
the idea of what sin is. PTUK November 15, 1900, page 726.1 


Now no man in the world is strong enough, doing his very best, to 
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hit the mark of the law of God, which is only the righteousness of 
God; for “all have sinned, and come short.” That mark is too high as 
well as too far away for us to hit it. But, bless the Lord, “when we 
were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly.” 
And in Christ alone we find the hitting of the mark. Therefore, 
forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto 
those things which are before, | press toward the mark for the prize 
of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.” Philippians 3:13, 14. In 
Christ it is, only in Christ, that we find the righteousness of God, 
which is the keeping of the law of God. Only in Christ do we find the 
keeping of the law of God.PTUK November 15, 1900, page 726.2 


THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF THE LAW 


COME then, look with me at that law. By it is the knowledge of sin. 
That covers everything. All there is in sin is covered by that. 
Suppose you and | look into the law of God, and get the brightest, 
clearest possible view that a man can get of that law. Suppose we 
see its demands, in the greatest breadth that a man can: and that 
we actually fulfil to perfection all the breadth of it that we see—have 
we really fulfilled it? Think of that. Have you? Have you then fulfilled 
the law as God fulfils it? as God would if He were in your place?— 
Oh, no. We have fulfilled only what we could see. But have we seen 
it all, in its intensity of righteousness?—We have not. No one but 
God can, for it is only the law of God.PTUK November 15, 1900, 
page 726.3 


That law being the law of God, only God’s righteousness is truly 
manifest in it; so it is the reflection of what God is, in character. And 
that being so, nobody but God can see the true measure of the 
righteousness that is in the ten commandments. And there is the 
fallacy of our thinking that we can do true righteousness by keeping 
the ten commandments. We cannot grasp the righteousness of the 
ten commandments. If we were able to grasp it, we might do it. But 
that would require that we be infinite in understanding. But there is 
none infinite but God. Therefore none but God can grasp the infinity 
of the law of God.PTUK November 15, 1900, page 726.4 


There is another phase of this: | look into that law, and | see to the 
greatest height and breadth that | can; and | do to perfection all that 
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| see—whose is the doing?—It is only mine. | have done it to 
perfection, according to my understanding. | have done all that | can 
see. But the seeing is only mine, not God’s; and the doing is only 
mine, not God’s; therefore all the righteousness of such doing is but 
mine, not God’s. Now put this with that. The only righteousness that 
any man can ever see in the law of God is his own righteousness. 
And God can see in that law His own righteousnessP7UK 
November 15, 1900, page 726.5 


Therefore, | state the principle in a broader way: The only 
righteousness that anybody, God or man, can see in the law of God 
is his own righteousness. But when God sees in the law of God His 
own righteousness, it is all right; for it is the righteousness of God; it 
is holiness; it is the genuine. But when we see in the law of God our 
own righteousness, it is only “filthy rags;” it is only self- 
righteousness; it is only sin. PT UK November 15, 1900, page 726.6 


Therefore it is written, “If righteousness come by the law, then 
Christ is dead in vain.” Galatians 2:21. To nobody in the wide 
universe does righteousness come by the law. Righteousness 
comes, to angels as to men, as the gift of God, through the Lord 
Jesus Christ, who is the Head of the universe, with God. 
Consequently, there is no righteousness that comes to anybody but 
by the faith of Jesus Christ. And when the cross was set up on 
Calvary, it became the centre of the universe. The cross of Christ 
contains the whole philosophy of the plan of salvation: it is the seal 
of salvation to the angels who never sinned; it is the sign and seal 
of salvation to men who have sinned. To the angels who never 
sinned, the cross of Christ is the seal of certainty that their 
righteousness will abide for ever, that they will never sin; to sinful 
men, it is the sign and seal that they will be saved to the uttermost 
from all sin, and held in righteousness for evermore.PTUK 
November 15, 1900, page 726.7 


So, then, righteousness cometh to the world only as the gift of the 
Lord Jesus. “Now the righteousness of God without the law is 
manifested, ... even the righteousness of God which is by faith of 
Jesus Christ.” He is the One through whom it comes; He is the One 
who paid the price of it, who took upon Him the nurse; the One who 
bore the penalty and paid all the claims of sin and death, upon 
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every soul. And to Him belong the glory, the honour, and the 
majesty for all the righteousness of men who have sinned; and for 
the security in righteousness of angels who never sinnedP TUK 
November 15, 1900, page 726.8 


DEATH CONQUERED 


THIS is the Gospel, and this is the salvation, which the Lord Jesus 
brought. And this gives a glimpse of the mighty thing that sin is, and 
of what a fearful depth it is to which sin has plunged us, in plunging 
us into death—when it took such a gift and such a price to deliver 
us. But, thank the Lord, the deliverance in righteousness and life is 
as high on that side as the loss in sin and death is deep on that 
side. And so it is written: “He that heareth My word, and believeth 
on Him that sent Me, hath everlasting life/PTUK November 15, 
1900, page 726.9 


And note the power that is in Him to conquer death, and the power 
that was displayed in Him in the conquering of death. He gave 
Himself up, bodily and wholly, to the power of death. He went into 
the enemy’s prison-house; He allowed Himself to be looked up 
there, in the bonds of death, and a great stone was rolled unto the 
mouth of the sepulchre, and the sepulchre was sealed with the seal 
of the Roman Empire. So, both by the chief of the spiritual powers 
and by the chief of the temporal power of the world, the Lord Jesus 
was locked in the power of death. But, being dead, He broke the 
power of death!PTUK November 15, 1900, page 726.10 


It is a little enough thing that one who is alive should break the 
power of death. But, oh, the majesty, the divinity, the infinity of the 
power of Him who, being dead, could break the power of death! 
That is the majesty of our Saviour, of the Lord who has bought you 
and me, and who is able to, and who does, set us free from the 
power of death.PTUK November 15, 1900, page 726.11 


A. T. JONES. 
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December 6, 1900 


“| et No Man Deceive You’” The Present Truth 16, 49, pp. 770-772. 


ATJ 


“AND Jesus went out, and departed from the temple; and His 
disciples came to Him for to show Him the buildings of the temple. 
And Jesus said unto them, See ye not all these things? verily | say 
unto you, There shall not be left here one stone upon another, that 
shall not be thrown down.PTUK December 6, 1900, page 770.1 


“And as He sat upon the mount of Olives, the disciples came unto 
Him privately, saying, Tell us, when shall these things be? and what 
shall be the sign of Thy coming, and of the end of the world?P TUK 
December 6, 1900, page 770.2 


“And Jesus answered.” He answered fully. His answer covers all 
the time from that time until His coming and the end of the 
world.PTUK December 6, 1900, page 770.3 


A number of important matters are touched, and others are quite 
fully considered. But the first of all things said in the Lord’s answer 
to the question of His disciples, is, “Take heed that no man deceive 
you.” This, then, is the most important of all considerations in 
connection with the coming of the Lord and the end of the 
world.PTUK December 6, 1900, page 770.4 


This thought is repeated and emphasised by Paul, when he writes 
of the same subject: “Now we beseech you, brethren, by the 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by our gathering together unto 
Him, that ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be troubled, neither by 
spirit, nor by word, nor by letter as from us, as that the day of Christ 
is at hand.Let no man deceive you by any means. ” 2 
Thessalonians 2:1-3.PTUK December 6, 1900, page 770.5 


To be deceived with respect to the coming of the Lord and the end 
of the world is the worst possible deception; for to be so deceived is 
to be unprepared for that wonderful and all-decisive event, and so is 
to be taken unawares, and to be destroyed. For “the day of the Lord 
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so cometh as a thief in the night.” And “when they shall say, Peace 
and safety, then sudden destruction cometh upon them; and they 
shall not escape” (7 Thessalonians 5:3); “for as a snare shall it 
come on all them that dwell on the face of the whole earth” (Luke 
21:35).PTUK December 6, 1900, page 770.6 


To be deceived into thinking that the Lord is not coming when He is 
coming, is to be unprepared, and so taken unawares and 
destroyed. To be deceived into thinking that He is coming when He 
is not coming, is only to be disappointed, and so by the deception 
and disappointment to be caused not to believe in His coming when 
He is really coming, and thus, also, to be not ready, and therefore to 
be taken unawares, and, as a consequence, destroyed. And just 
because to be thus deceived involves the most fatal of all 
consequences, Jesus begins His instruction on this all-important 
question with that which is the most important of all considerations. 
“Take heed that no man deceive you.”P TUK December 6, 1900, 
page 770.7 


Further, this is the most important of all instruction in connection 
with the subject, because in this very matter more effort is made to 
deceive than in any other. Jesus Himself says that “many shall 
come in My name, saying, | am Christ; and shall deceive many.” 
Matthew 24:5.PTUK December 6, 1900, page 771.1 


And again, “Many false prophets shall arise, and shall deceive 
many.” Verse 11.PTUK December 6, 1900, page 771.2 


And yet again, “There shall arise false christs and false prophets, 
and shall show great signs and wonders; insomuch that, if it were 
possible, they shall deceive the very elect. Behold, | have told you 
before.” Verses 24, 25.PTUK December 6, 1900, page 771.3 


NO NEED TO BE DECEIVED 


HAVING taken such precaution as this, and having shown such 
care to guard all against being deceived, it must needs be that He 
would make the whole matter so plain that all may escape 
deception. This, indeed, He has done. He has done it so thoroughly 
that any one who will believe His word, can entirely escape all 
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deception as to His coming, whether as to the personality, the time, 
or the manner of His coming.P TUK December 6, 1900, page 771.4 


First, as to the personality and manner of His coming. Note again 
His word in verse 5: “Many shall come in My name, saying, | am 
Christ; and shall deceive many.” It is therefore perfectly plain that 
any one who comes anywhere, at any time, or in any manner, 
saying, “Il am Christ,” is a deceiver; and no one is ever to believe 
any such representation.P7UK December 6, 1900, page 771.5 


Again He says, “If any man shall say unto you, Lo, here is Christ, or 
there; believe it not.” Verse 25. From this it is perfectly plain that 
whenever or wherever one person shall say to another, “Christ is 
come here, or He has come there, come and see Him,” that person 
is a deceiver, and, if he believes it himself, is himself deceived. And 
no person in the world is ever to believe that any such thing as that 
is the coming of the Lord. Jesus further emphasises _ this: 
“Wherefore if they shall say unto you, Behold, He is in the desert; 
go not forth; behold, He is in the secret chambers, believe it not.” 
Verse 26.PTUK December 6, 1900, page 771.6 


Surely, then, no one need ever be deceived in any of these ways as 
to the coming of the Lord; it is exceedingly easy to escape all 
deception in any of these ways. The way is made perfectly plain; 
the tests are all simple, and easily applied; and the word concerning 
them is brief and easily remembered. All that any one needs to do 
is simply to believe this simple word of Jesus.PTUK December 6, 
1900, page 771.7 


Yet He does not stop even here. He goes on and states the case so 
clearly as absolutely to preclude any possibility of deception as to 
His coming, on the part of anybody who will pay any attention 
whatever to His word. He not only tells, as in the words already 
quoted, that any person coming and saying, “Il am Christ,” or saying, 
“Lo, He is here, in the secret chamber,” or, “Lo, He is there, in the 
desert,” is a deceiver, but He tells why all such ideas are 
deception.PTUK December 6, 1900, page 771.8 


THE BRIGHTNESS OF HIS COMING 
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And here is the reason: “For as the lightning cometh out of the east, 
and shineth even unto the west; so shall also the coming of the Son 
of man be.” Verse 27. As stated in another place, “For as the 
lightning, that lighteneth out of the one part under heaven, shineth 
unto the other part under heaven; so shall also the Son of man be 
in His day.” Luke 17:24.PTUK December 6, 1900, page 771.9 


That is a reason so simple, so easily remembered, and yet so 
conclusive, it annihilates every possibility of deception as to His 
coming on the part of anybody who has any disposition whatever to 
believe the Word of Jesus as to His own coming again to the world. 
There is no possibility of any one counterfeiting His coming, and 
when that coming is in its brightness as the lightning that brilliantly 
lightens up the whole heavens and earth, there is neither chance 
nor need for one person to say to others, “Lo, here He is, or there.” 
Is it not even written, “Behold, He cometh with clouds; and every 
eye shall see Him.” Revelation 1:7. How, then, could it be possible 
to counterfeit it? and how can anybody be deceived with regard to 
it, who will but believe the Word?PTUK December 6, 1900, page 
771.10 


A word farther as to the heavenly-shining brightness in which the 
Lord’s coming is displayed; the cause of this is not in some 
particular display that is made to grace the occasion; it is simply the 
nature of His coming itself. For He Himself comes in His own proper 
glory; He comes also in the glory of the Father, and with the holy 
angels.PTUK December 6, 1900, page 771.11 


Now of Jesus Himself in His glory it is written, “His head and his 
hairs were white like wool, as white as snow; and his eyes were as 
a flame of fire; and his feet like unto fine brass, as if they burned in 
a furnace..... and his countenance was as the sun shineth in his 
strength.” Revelation 1:14-16.PTUK December 6, 1900, page 
771.12 


Of the Father it is written that He dwells in “the light which no man 
can approach unto”’—a light so far above the brightness of the sun 
that in that day the sun shall be ashamed (/sa/ah 24:23), and the 
city of God has no need of the sun to shine in it, for the glory of God 
lightens it, and the Lamb is the light thereof.PTUK December 6, 
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1900, page 771.13 


This is the glory of the Father and of Christ, in which Jesus appears 
at His second coming.PTUK December 6, 1900, page 771.14 


THE ACCOMPANIMENTS OF HIS COMING 


Yet even this is not all; the holy angels come with Him. And of but 
one of these it is written that “His countenance was like lightning, 
and His raiment was white as snow.” Matthew 28:3. This of only 
one; and yet when Jesus comes there come with Him of these “ten 
thousand times ten thousand and thousands of thousands,” “an 
innumerable company’—such a mighty host that the heavens are 
so filled with them and their glory that the whole seems like vast 
billows of clouds. The whole heavens are perfectly “wrapped in a 
blaze of boundless glory.” P TUK December 6, 1900, page 771.15 


And such as this is the coming of the Lord. This, and this only, is 
the manner of His coming.PTUK December 6, 1900, page 771.16 


Yet more: the accompaniments of that coming:—P7TUK December 
6, 1900, page 771.17 


First, the tearing asunder of the heavens with a great noise, when 
the heaven departs as a scroll when it is rolled together. 2 Peter 
3:10; Revelation 6:14.PTUK December 6, 1900, page 771.18 


Secondly, uttered from the temple of heaven, from the throne, that 
voice that shakes both earth and heaven, so that they are 
completely broken up and removed. Hebrews 12:26; Revelation 
16:17-20.PTUK December 6, 1900, page 771.19 


Thirdly, the resurrection of the dead and the translation of the 
righteous living: “for the Lord Himself shall descend from heaven 
with a shout, with the voice of the Archangel, and with the trump of 
God; and the dead in Christ shall rise first; then we which are alive 
and]remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to 
meet the Lord in the air; and so shall we ever be with the Lord.” 7 
Thessalonians 4:16, 17.PTUK December 6, 1900, page 771.20 


The coming of the Lord is all this, and not an iota less; yea, it is 





57 


even much more. And in view of it all, or in view of only so much of 
it as we have been able here to set down, now is it possible for 
anybody to be deceived as to His coming?—It is not possible, 
except as people refuse to believe His Word.PTUK December 6, 
1900, page 771.21 


“Take heed that no man deceive you.” “Let no man deceive you by 
any means.” And that is only to say in other words, Believe the 
Word, receive the Word, hold fast to the Word, as it is spoken by 
Jesus, and as it is in Jesus. So shall you be safe from all deception, 
and so shall you be saved.P7TUK December 6, 1900, page 772.1 


ALONZO T. JONES. 
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